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COMCAST SPORTSNET TO AIR AN UNPRECEDENTED, 90-MINUTE DOCUMENTARY CHRONICLING THE UNEXPECTED, TRIUMPHANT SEASON OF THE 2005
WORLD SERIES CHAMPION CHICAGO WHITE SOX

“Believe: The Story of the 2005 Chicago White Sox,” presented by Toyota
Premieres Sunday, April 12 at 7:00 PM CT -- Exclusively on Comcast SportsNet
Narrated by Primetime Emmy & Tony Award Winner Mandy Patinkin
Chicago, IL (March 25, 2015) – As the city of Chicago celebrates the tenth anniversary of its first Major League Baseball championship in 88 years, Comcast SportsNet
proudly announces the debut of its next landmark documentary, Believe: The Story of
the 2005 Chicago White Sox, presented by Toyota, a 90-minute Comcast
SportsNet Original Production that chronicles the unforgettable journey of a southside
big league team determined to prove the world wrong…and they did. Narrated by Chicago southside native, Primetime Emmy & Tony Award winner, current star of Showtime’s acclaimed drama series Homeland, and lifelong White Sox fan Mandy
Patinkin, Believe: The Story of the 2005 Chicago White Sox premieres Sunday, April
12 at 7:00 PM CT exclusively on Comcast SportsNet. CSN will also re-air this documentary special on Friday, April 17 at 3:30 PM and on Sunday, April 19 at 3:30 PM.
Produced, written and edited by Comcast SportsNet’s Emmy-award winning tandem of
Executive Producer of Original Content - Sarah Lauch & Senior Producer of Original
Content - Ryan McGuffey, creators of Comcast SportsNet’s Emmy-nominated Chicago
Cubs documentary, 5 Outs…, Believe: The Story of the 2005 Chicago White Sox will relive every indelible high and low moment from that season, showcasing exclusive, neverbefore-seen interviews from numerous White Sox players/coaches/front office execs
and many more who lived through every moment of that long-awaited experience,
which culminated in a massive downtown World Series celebration and provided a lasting impact for legions of White Sox fans that will endure for a lifetime.
With over 12 hours of original interview footage, along with over 500 hours of production work, Believe captures some of the most revealing stories ever told about that remarkable season…many of which will be told for the very first time.
“The 2005 White Sox championship had such a deep, monumental effect on the lives of
so many fans due to its personal impact and this story truly showcases the moments
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leading up to the celebration that
will live on for generations to come,”
said Kevin Cross, Senior Director of
News and Original Content for Comcast SportsNet Chicago. “I couldn’t
be prouder of the dedicated effort
and countless hours put forth by
both Sarah and Ryan, along with our
entire production team. We are excited to tell this amazing story of determination, as we will hear the stories and first-hand, behind-thescenes experiences that have never
been told before on camera until
now.”

Ryan McGuffey and Sarah Lauch.

Following an 83-win, second-place finish in new manager Ozzie Guillen’s inaugural
season in 2004 (nine games behind the division champion Minnesota Twins), White
Sox General Manager Kenny Williams knew that his team needed a major roster overhaul to compete. He quickly shook things up with the introduction of a new, “small
ball,” grinder approach to the southside in 2005. Off-season moves that brought on
the likes of Jermaine Dye, A.J. Pierzynski, Scott Podsednik, Bobby Jenks, Tadahito
Iguchi, and Orlando “El Duque” Hernandez were quickly felt early in the season as the
team exploded out of the gate with an astonishing 53-24 record through June. The
baseball world took notice that this revamped roster was the real deal.
After sweeping a four-game road trip in Baltimore in late July, it was a song by the rock
band Journey entitled “Don’t Stop Believin’,” that not only turned into the team’s unofficial theme song, but more importantly, became a critical mindset moving forward.
However, the latter half of the season brought on a different scenario that the team did
not expect.
On August 1st, the White Sox were 69-35 and had, what seemed to be, an insurmountable 15-game lead ahead of the second-place Cleveland Indians. The next six weeks
proved to be a test of nerves for both the team and White Sox fans. From August 1st
through September 24th, the White Sox posted a 23-26 record, while the Indians went
on a 37-12 tear to close the division gap to just a game and a half. Believe delves into
the minds of numerous individuals on how they personally dealt with the possibility of
their dreams, and dreams of all White Sox fans, being shattered.
However, destiny continued to side with the White Sox as they closed out the final
week of the regular season with a 6-2 record, as the Indians limped to a 1-6 finish.
From there, the White Sox entered the MLB Postseason with the best record in all of
baseball (99-63) and never looked back.
They swept the defending World Series champion Boston Red Sox in three-straight
games in the American League Division Series, then went on to face the Los Angeles
Angels in the American League Championship Series that featured an unfathomable
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pitching performance and four-straight complete game victories. After a four-game
World Series sweep over the National League champion Houston Astros, the impossible dream was complete and the city of Chicago erupted to a level of euphoria that only
a World Series championship could deliver. Along the way, something very special and
rare also took place…baseball fans on both sides of town were united for one of the first
times ever.
Believe: The Story of the 2005 Chicago White Sox not only captures the moments and
emotions shared by those who lived through one of the most thrilling time periods in
Chicago sports history, but also how those individuals were able to change lives
through their monumental accomplishment.
In addition to the expert narration by Patinkin, among the numerous players/
managers/coaches/media interviews in this documentary include candid and honest
discussion from the following individuals (and their roles back in ’05):





















Jerry Reinsdorf (White Sox Chairman)
Kenny Williams (White Sox GM)
Ozzie Guillen (White Sox manager)
Don Cooper (White Sox pitching coach)
Paul Konerko (White Sox first baseman)
Joe Crede (White Sox third baseman)
Jermaine Dye (White Sox outfielder)
A.J. Pierzynski (White Sox catcher)
Scott Podsednik (White Sox outfielder)
Aaron Rowand (White Sox outfielder)
Jon Garland (White Sox pitcher)
Orlando Hernandez (White Sox pitcher)
Bobby Jenks (White Sox closer)
Frank Thomas (White Sox DH)
Mandy Patinkin.
Geoff Blum (White Sox infielder)
Tony Graffanino (Red Sox infielder)
Eric Wedge (Indians manager)
Mike Scioscia (Angels manager)
Richard Roeper (Chicago Sun-Times columnist)
Allan H. “Bud” Selig (MLB commissioner)

Please note the following quotes from the Comcast SportsNet Original Production of
Believe: The Story of the 2005 Chicago White Sox debuting Sunday, April 12 at
7:00 PM CT:
KENNY WILLIAMS on revamping the roster after the Minnesota Twins
clinched the AL Central for the third-straight season in 2004: “The Minnesota Twins taught us the most valuable lesson …as a matter of fact, I don’t think we win
the ’05 World Series without the lessons that the Twins taught us…that’s when they
publicly stated ‘that team over there is better than us, has more talent than we do, but

www.ChicagoBaseballMuseum.org

info@ChicagoBaseballMuseum.org

they are not going to beat us.’ We really had to look within ourselves to figure out what,
what does that mean?”
JON GARLAND on the White Sox being picked to finish 4th in the AL Central in 2005: “I can remember a conversation with (Paul) Konerko. We got done in
spring training one day and we were sitting outside, both waiting for a ride home. The
poll had come out and we were picked to come in fourth in the division. We just sat
there and kind of laughed because we looked around our clubhouse and saw some of
the guys that came in. We had Jermaine (Dye) come in, we had Scotty (Podsednik)
come in, A.J. (Pierzynski) came in. We didn’t really quite know, but we knew we had
the talent. We were just sitting there and talked about it and we just kind of laughed
about it and we were both like ‘you know what?...this might be the greatest thing possible for us.”
A.J. PIERZYNSKI on how ‘Don’t Stop Believin’ became the team anthem:
“It was random. I think it was the hotel bar in Baltimore and they had a lounge singer
and a guy playing the piano. (Joe) Crede and (Aaron) Rowand and I were just in there
goofing around after a game and I think Crede yelled out ‘Play some Journey!’ and the
guy was like ‘I don’t know anything like that.’ And then, the next day in Baltimore, we
were losing and they played ‘Don’t Stop Believin’ and Crede again yells and we were all
like ‘Play some Journey!’ We came back and scored and won the game. Then it just
seemed like we would go to different places and they would play that song and we’d always be like ‘Play some Journey!’ and then we would always come back and win the
game.”
JOE CREDE on the surging Indians: “At the time, I’m thinking ‘we’re not going to
the playoffs, we’re just going to blow this lead right here,’ but that just showed the
character of the team. Just that year, everything seemed to fall into place. It was just a
magical year and it was meant to be…luck was on our side and it just seemed like once
we got over that hump towards the end and got into the playoffs, it just seemed like
‘alright, it’s meant to be.”
OZZIE GUILLEN on the Orlando “El Duque” Hernandez game – Game 3 of ALDS
(Red Sox had bases loaded with no outs,
trailing 4-3 in the sixth inning, when
Hernandez entered the game in relief): “I
told (bench coach) Joey Cora, ‘this is it…this is
what will take the team to the next level.’ I
asked ‘El Duque’ and said ‘how you do
that?...what went through your mind? You
know what Duque told me? He said ‘everybody
wants to be a hero in that time…everybody
wants to swing 3-2…they want to be the hero…
and I got them. Experience.”

Ozzie Gullien.

OZZIE GUILLEN on the dropped third strike scenario involving A.J.
Pierzynski in Game 2 of the ALCS: “That call could go either way. What happened
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with that time, baseball gods were with the White Sox and we had the smartest guy on
the field at that particular time. It’s funny. When I saw A.J. running, I said ‘here we go,
A.J.’s being stupid again.’ A.J. was always doing something to make you very upset.
When he turned, I thought he was going to fight with the (catcher) and he kept running. I thought ‘aw, he’s going to make a fool of himself in the playoffs, come on, what
are you doing?!’ All of a sudden, things stopped…safe…and it’s like “okay, what just
happened?!”
MIKE SCIOSCIA on the dropped third strike scenario involving A.J.
Pierzynski in Game 2 of the ALCS: “Well, my opinion on it hasn’t changed. It was
a horrible call. That play didn’t win or lose the game or series for us. We had a lot of opportunities. To say that one play was something that cost us the series, I disagreed with
that then, I still disagree with that now, but I do think that it was one of the worst calls
that I’ve ever seen and it is what it is.”
A.J. PIERZYNSKI on the dropped third strike: “(The ball) hit the ground. The
umpire said it hit the ground, but I didn’t really care to be honest. I just ran because I
thought it hit the ground and when I took a step and he didn’t tag me, I just remember
that I ran and they called me safe. Thing is (Mike) Scioscia is right, it didn’t win or lose
the series for us. (Angels pitcher) John Lackey was like ‘you guys were going to win no
matter what, your pitching was better and you guys threw four complete games…that’s
what won the series, not that one play.”
PAUL KONERKO on his Game 2 World Series grand slam: “This place was…I
mean, I’ve played a lot of games here and I’ve never seen anything like what was going
on in the stadium after that. I knew when I was out there at first, throwing ground
balls, then we finished up the ground balls, and you step back to your position…but it’s
the postseason, so the commercials are long and you have to wait. Just to look around,
I knew this is like ‘I’ll remember this…this is a pretty cool thing.”
SCOTT PODSEDNIK on his Game 2 World Series walk-off home run: “I got
all of it. I hit it as good as I could hit it. It was cold and rainy that night and the ball
wasn’t travelling great, so I knew I had got enough of it to at least get it to the wall. I
really wasn’t thinking about if it was going to leave or not. I was thinking three (bases),
at least two, and right before I saw (White Sox first base coach) Tim Raines throw his
hands up, I looked up to right center and saw it leave. I’m getting chills reliving it.”
BOBBY JENKS on being the pitcher for the final out of a World Series win:
“It’s like a silence that comes over you…everything goes numb. You’re in this moment
where you know what just happened, but you don’t want to believe it just happened…
that it’s actually over, but you know it’s real at the same time. You can hear in the background this fading…everybody…the excitement, but there’s the silence over you. It’s
almost like a build-up and everyone starts collecting on the mound and it’s just a giant
roar…it’s an incredible feeling.”
KENNY WILLIAMS on the final out: “For me, it was a deep breath and then my
attention went right to Jerry (Reinsdorf) and I think I watched him from the time of
the last pitch to the time we went down to the tunnels. I watched him because he was…
he was like a little kid, and I promised him we’re going to get this done. So to see that
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come to fruition and to see he and his family, how they celebrated and the weight I
think finally being off him, it was just very gratifying…beyond gratifying…I don’t have a
word to describe that.”
JERRY REINSDORF on his raw emotion of the final out: “It was a deep breath,
that’s what it was. Even up three games to
nothing, it could happen. The year before, the
Red Sox had come back from three nothing. It
could happen. For a moment, it was a feeling
of disbelief. The Chicago White Sox have won
the World Series after 88 years?! It was amazing. It was just an amazing feeling and we
were all up, all night long, celebrating.”
Jerry Reinsdorf.
OZZIE GUILLEN on when he truly realized they won the World Series: “I hate
to fly. I don’t like to fly and I fly every other day. Coming down to Chicago, the (flight)
captain always wanted me to come and see the landing. I ain’t going to do that! My
family is here now! So, we were landing and the captain called one of the stewardesses
and said ‘just bring Ozzie…just to see this.’ He flew around Midway Airport and I saw
the line and I saw the people in the street. Then I just…then I couldn’t stop crying…that
was when I realized what we did.”

PAUL KONERKO on when he decided to give the final out World Series
ball to Jerry Reinsdorf at the downtown parade/rally: “Probably sometime after Game 3. Again, you don’t want to start thinking ahead because it seems like in
sports and in baseball, every time you’re like ‘we’re going to win this game,’ then it
doesn’t happen. So, you try to keep your thoughts away from those things, but I certainly knew before Game 4. I’d given (the final ball) to the starting pitcher in the divisional series clincher and the ALCS, so those had all gone to the winning pitcher of
those games. But, I knew for that one, it should go to Jerry.”
JERRY REINSDORF on receiving the final out World Series ball from
Konerko: “I almost lost it when he gave me the ball, it was never on my mind. Then,
when he called me up and gave me the ball, I really came very, very close to being overly emotional. I was emotional enough as it was. If you take out the birth of children and
getting married, certainly, yeah, that was my number one moment with the White Sox.
Baseball is the one sport that ties generations together. We were able to give everybody
that wonderful feeling. That was the best part of it.”
PAUL KONERKO on the legacy of being a part of the first team in Chicago
to win a World Series in 88 years: “It’s probably a good thing we didn’t know how
much was at stake for people around here because we might have played tight. We
might not have done it. You’re talking about serious things with people dying and families and all these things that made the connections with them…their fathers and their
mothers…it’s pretty heavy stuff. I’m definitely proud that I was on that team. Everybody on that team will always have that place here. It could be 50 years from now, 100
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years from now, but that team is the first one that brought it back after that many
years.”
In addition, fans on Twitter can follow @CSNOriginal for the latest updates and exclusive preview clips leading up to the April 12 premiere, plus -- fans can also get interactive prior to and during the premiere airing with their thoughts, memories and comments by utilizing the Twitter hashtag #CSNBelieve. Viewers are also urged to visit a
special multimedia video page on Comcast SportsNet’s website, CSNChicago.com,
which will include video footage from the television version of Believe and “webexclusive” video excerpts not shown on TV. In addition, CSNChicago.com will provide
the full documentary trailer, a photo gallery, a social media portal, and original Believe
commentary write-ups from White Sox Pre/Postgame Live host Chuck Garfien and
CSNChicago.com’s White Sox “Insider” Dan Hayes.
Comcast SportsNet Chicago, a partnership between the Chicago Blackhawks (NHL), Chicago Bulls
(NBA), Chicago Cubs (MLB), Chicago White Sox (MLB) and the NBC Sports Group, features over 275
live pro games in high definition each year. In addition, CSN delivers extensive pre/post-game coverage
for its core pro team partners, as well as the Chicago Bears, along with Emmy Award-winning regional
sports news and analysis via SportsNet Central and SportsTalk Live. Through the network’s growing
digital platform, CSNChicago.com, Chicago sports fans tap into the most comprehensive and dedicated
24/7 online destination for breaking news, up-to-the-minute game previews/recaps, highlights, multimedia video clips, blogs and standout coverage from CSNChicago.com’s team of “Insiders.” Follow the
network on Twitter via@CSNChicago.
NBC Sports Regional Networks, part of the NBC Sports Group, consist of 11 regional networks that
deliver more than 2,400 live sporting events annually, along with award-winning breaking news, comprehensive analysis, digital content and original programming to more than 43 million homes. The NBC
Sports Regional Networks are: Comcast SportsNet Bay Area, Comcast SportsNet California, Comcast
SportsNet Chicago, Comcast SportsNet Houston, Comcast SportsNet Mid-Atlantic, which serves Baltimore and Washington D.C., Comcast SportsNet New England, Comcast SportsNet Northwest, The Comcast Network, Comcast SportsNet Philadelphia and SportsNet New York. For more information, visit
ComcastSportsNet.com. For more information about NBC Sports Group properties, including press releases, photos, talent and executive bios and headshots, please visit NBCSportsGroupPressBox.com.

Read commentary by CBM President and the story “CSNC lands Mandy Patinkin to
narrate 2005 Sox doc”...
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