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Ben Zobrist (left) frequently wore the uniform of his beloved Cardinals as a young child. Love of the
Redbirds was a family thing, as (from left in photo) Jess, Ben, Serena and Pete enjoyed an early 1990s
outing to old Busch Stadium.

Another heist from St. Louis:
Zobrist bled Cardinals red as kid

By George Castle, CBM Historian
Posted Friday, April 8, 2016

Cubs fans may think they pulled a Lou Brock-style heist on the archrival Cardinals with
the free-agent pickups of Jason Heyward and John Lackey.

Investigating further, the talent drain from St. Louis can now be expanded in a special
way. Ben Zobrist, the other big free-agent catch of the offseason, bled Redbirds all his
life until he was drafted by the Houston Astros out of Dallas Baptist University in 2004.
So one less key Cardinal fan out in the 5,000resident city of Eureka, in the next county
east of Peoria, could convert a few fans to the Cubs on the informal borderi Interstate
7471 that cleaves team loyalties in central lllinois.

Zobrist starting out in the wrong, red color was merely a family thing.

il was probably an obnoxious Cardinals fan, o
of Liberty Bible Church in Eureka.

AYour favorite team i s tfaverite@amigdwhoeadrisplagimgd your
t he Cubs. Youbve heard that before. It 6s ki nc
really kind of ironic in maybe itdéds the Lordbo
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il 6ve grown as a human being that | dondot nee
py for teams I ém not a fan of because of pl ay
fans of that team. o

The old-father son link is broken due to big-league employment and, frankly, the

younger Zobrist playing in a city he always liked and for a manager who made his ca-
reer in Tampa Bay. But long before there were bigleague dreams, and just a Field of
Dreams-like small-town upbringing, the love of all things Whiteyball and its succes-

sors was handed down to Ben Zobrist in classic fashion.

Dressed in Redbird colors as a baby

AThe first picture
than a year old, and he had a baby
Cardinals hat on h
Zobrist. AnHe was r
fan. His favorite player was Ozzie
Smith. He never went to Wrigley
Field. He always went to Busch Stadi-
um. His first time at Wrigley Field

was two years ago when the Rays
made a stop there.

Another Cardinals-rooting Zobrist
was simply continuing the in-house
family baseball division into the next
generation.

Aln my daddés f ami/]l
my grandpa they were all kind of |
evenly split, o Tom
a couple of uncles who were hardcore
Cubs fans. | had a couple of uncles
who were hardcore Cardinals fans.
My dad was a Cardinal fan. My
grandpa used to tell me you should
go for your home state. | was just
whatever my dad wa¢§

But the arrival of Joe Maddon as Athletes in small towns play multiple sports in high
Cubs manager enabled Ben Zobrist to school. So the long, lean Ben Zobrist played football,
think in a new dimension beyond the ~ 2tended to by mom Cindi Zobrist.

virtually genetic love of St. Louis.

ifWe had a discussion at Christmas (2014) pri
Bay, 0 Tom Zobrist said. fiHe asked, o6What i f t
me? How would you think about 1it?06 | said it
cago. Weobve always been a fan of Maddon.
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AWhen we found out he si gne doffdantelnthe paekingCub s, v
|l ot where he told us. o

Theo to Ben: | want you

After the end of the 2015 World Series, Theo Epstein told Ben Zobrist his acquisition
would be a priority, given a trade (of Starlin Castro).

AoOur hope was he was going to sign there, 0
dicey when Epstein still had not moved Castro and Ben Zobrist went on a freeagent

tour of New York and San Francisco. He talked to even more teams. Ben Zobrist even

suggested his parents pray for the preferred outcome of the reunion with Maddon as

time ticked for a decision on his 2016 employer.

Yet he had never gotten the Cardinals to-
tally out of his mind. As family celebrated
the Royalsd World Series
Ben his first ring, Tom Zobrist asked his

son, AHow do you top this’
guess | need to go win one with the Cardi-

nals. o0 Tom Zobri st i nf ormn
cosmic impact of a Cubs cl

you really want to top it, you need to go
win one with the Cubs. o

Going to the near-dynastic atmosphere of

St . Louis would not get Be
as much as breaki-eavay sport
championship drought.

AnBends | ike all these guy
AThey | i ke a challenge. T
hill .o
Tom and Cindi Zobrist Epsteiné_s rec_ruiting v_ide1
a championship scenario
him up when he saw it.o
t hough, Maddon gave any suitor an edge. i He
Tom Zobrist said. ATo win one with Joe really

The former super utility man, slated for a season-long home at second base at Wrigley

Field, already had a base motivation. Ben was a tall, skinny kid playing against smalt

school competition in high school . Scouts we
door. Neither the Cubs and Cardinals came after him.

That s how he shared the experience of Jim Th
hero Cubs up the road in Peoria. Thome was a wrongfield -hitting shortstop who ended
up getting picked in the 13 round by the Indians.
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AfHe needed to go to college, 0 Tom Zobrist S |
Nazarene and hundreds of miles away at Dall ac
of inches and put on some weighti hewasalateb| oomer physically. o

The Twins and Brewers were interested. On the morning of the June draft in 2004, Ben
received a call he had always wanted to get.

Cardinals call on Draft Day

AHe actwually heard from the Cardinals, o0 Tom
|l i ke do you want to play baseball as a caree
looking at you somewhere around the 10"r ou n d . We were really exc
know what would happen.

nWe were actually out igogete>- ~b"ovc-2b oo d, ple
ing catch. And (Cindi = mot her

came running out the front door and said he
was drafted. She didno6t—

iwe never heard (before!
ston. They were very se

Now that Ben is batting in the middle of a pow-
erful Cubs lineup, he will turn some Cardinals
fans in his direction, although not backing a
Cubsdé6 World Series bid

AA | ot of people have ¢ vt E
dinal s fan, but Il dm r o Tom Zc
bri st sai d. il dve not. Faceb

about hi m. o

There has been at least one Cubs convert due to
Ben.

il do know one guy in J&“?”'ﬂaﬁ”éﬁfﬂz@rﬁt(tQW/)M/'@theif wear i

Cub gear and is wear.i '”fa%dé‘ hterB'?ﬁF’?%" Hsatleft. 5y 7.
S|tt|ng on Jﬁ paterna andrhot er

brist said. NAThe Cubs Sqmrberenkm BpisQaughter krule, heaven
have someone they know on the team or some-

one from the high school on the Cubs.

Altés going to be a | ot of fun for peopl e. I
thing we dreaded our whole | oves is the Cubs
said at | east if the Cubs win now, thereds a
with. o

Family and friends must find new ways of deal
has advised many to not simply call him if the Cubs or his son are in a slump. No. 1, he

already would know those facts and No. 2, he has no ready explanation other than

ifithat s baseball . o
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Ticket requests go through agent

The personal connections, including Tom and Cindi, also know not to bother Ben with

ticket requests now that Wrigley Field is a three-hour drive, just a day (or night) trip

di stant. Such requests are now funneled to th
go, which possesses a list of family and friends to be accommodated. And that includes

his very closest kin.

AHe said, o6Dad, if you want to come, just cal
that youoll be at the game. And then 10l see
ily area afterward.0He® trying to take care of that ahead of time so he doesnd have to

deal with thatonaday-to-d ay basi s. 0

The Cubsdé scheduled home opener was good ti mi
uled off day from Liberty Baptist is Monday. A week later is the first series in St. Louis,

also starting on a Monday. The elder Zobrists are happy they can now drive to games in

Chicago, St. Louis, Milwaukee and even Cincinnati. Ben has an open invitation for his

parents to stay at his newly-purchased Chicagearea home if they come for more than

one game at a time.

AOver the next four years, l 6m going to try t
Al 6ve never been to a game in Cincinnati, nev
get to some different National League par ks a

The treat for Ben Zobrist will be extended time in Chicago. As a child, he loved the fam-
ily@ visitsto the city during the Christmas holidays.

AWe | ove Chicago, 0 said Tom Zobrist.

Not as much as his son if he helps favorite manager Maddon finish the job.

The entire Zobrist family, led
by Ben (far left in top row),
wearing Cubs jerseys would
have been unthinkable a
few years ago with the in-
herent multi-generational
Cardinalsfan loyalties.
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