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‘Wild Thing’ makes return  
as Pitch and Hit Banquet speaker  

By George Castle, CBM Historian 
Posted Tuesday, January 21st, 2013 

Fans will get a chance to relive the “Wild 
Thing” late-inning histrionics on the “Boys of 
Zimmer” 1989 Cubs when Mitch Williams 
serves as guest speaker for the Pitch and Hit 
Club’s 68th annual banquet Sunday, Jan. 26, at 
the Carlisle, 435 E. Butterfield Road in Lom-
bard, Ill.  

Tickets and full tables are still available for the 
longest-running off-season baseball dinner in 
Chicago history. Individual tickets are $75 for 
Pitch and Hit Club members, and $100 for non
-members.. A table of 10 is $750. Tickets and 
tables can be ordered from Pitch and Hit Club 
Treasurer Bill Motluck at Mot-
luckW@sbcglobal.net or 708/805-1928. 

Doors open at 4:30 p.m. for cocktails. Dinner is 
scheduled for 6 p.m., with the awards ceremo-
ny starting at 6:30 p.m. 

Emceeing the event is longtime Chicago broadcast personality Tom Shaer. 

Now a baseball analyst for both the MLB Network and Fox Sports, Williams is marking 
the 25th anniversary of his memorable 36-save season for the Cubs’ National League 
East titlists. He cemented his nickname “Wild Thing” during the 1989 season, hard on 
the heels of a similar character in the baseball comedy Major League around the same 
time. 

Described by teammate Mark Grace as pitching “with his hair on fire,” the colorful left-
hander endured plenty of dramatics in the ninth inning after being traded from the Tex-
as Rangers for Rafael Palmeiro and Jamie Moyer. Williams started out on Opening Day 
working out of a bases-loaded, no-out situation in the ninth against the Phillies and did-
n’t stop triggering heart palpitations all season. 

Mitch Williams was a good talker as "Wild 
Thing" in relief, then as a baseball TV ana-
lyst and now as the Pitch and Hit Club Ban-
quet's guest speaker. 
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Williams went on to play for the 1993 NL champion Philadelphia Phillies. He served up 
the Toronto Blue Jays’ Joe Carter’s World Series-winning homer in Game 6 that sea-
son, but gained respect from fans by taking full responsibility for the pitch. 

Earning the President’s Award on behalf of his family will be former White Sox out-
fielder Jerry Hairston, Sr. He is a part of a family that produced a record-tying five ma-
jor-league players over three generations. Family patriarch Sam Hairston was the first 
African-American player on the Sox in 1951. With Scott Hairston, Jerry Sr.’s younger 
son, playing on the Cubs in 2013, all five ballplaying Hairstons have performed either 
for the Cubs or Sox during their careers. 

South suburban Lynwood native Curtis Granderson will be honored for his philan-
thropic work with the Paul “Dizzy" Trout Ambassador Award. Outfielder Grand-
erson, who switched from the New York Yankees to the Mets in the off-season as a free 
agent, is one of the most active big leaguers for philanthropic work through his Grand-
Kids foundation.  

Sam Hairston (left as a White Sox in 1951) was the first of five family members to play for the Cubs or 
Sox. Son Jerry Hairston, Sr. (right as a Sox in 1973) will accept the President's Award in honor of the fam-
ily's baseball achievements. 
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Fredi Gonzalez of the Atlanta Braves will be presented with the Major League Man-
ager of the Year Award   Once again, the Braves, who are very rarely out of the con-
tention, made the postseason. 

Texas reliever Neal Cotts, a key bullpen member of the 2005 world champion Sox and 
also a former Cub, has earned the Chicago-area Major League Player of the Year 
Award.  

Meanwhile, the Chicago Baseball Museum will present the Jerome Holtzman 
Award to the three producers of the superb, Emmy Award-quality Comcast SportsNet 
Chicago documentary “5 Outs,” on the star-crossed 2003 Cubs. Sharing the award will 
be David Kaplan, Sarah Lauch and Ryan McGuffey. 

Here is a list of other award winners:  

Bo Jackson Courage Award: Steve Delabar, relief pitcher, Toronto Blue Jays.  
Bill Gleason Sportswriter of the Year: Pat Disabato, Daily Southtown-Star. 
Nick Kamzic Scout of the Year: Harvey Kuenn Jr. , Milwaukee Brewers. 
Mary Frances Veeck Woman of the Year: Kim DeJesus. 
Charlie Hum Club Service Award: Tony D'Anza. 
Amateur Coach of the Year: Brian Hurry, Mt Carmel High School.  
Chicago Area Minor League Player of the Year: Dean Anna, New York Yan-

kees.  
Minor League Executive of the Year: Andy Viano, Schaumburg Boomers.  
Len DiForte Amateur Service Award: Bill "Doc" Dwoinen.  
Organization of the Year: Pat Salvi, owner Gary Railcats and Schaumburg 

Boomers.  
Pitch& Hit Club Youth Courage Award: Danny Hyde, Niles Notre Dame High 

School. 
Harry Caray Sportscaster of the Year: Todd Hollandsworth, Comcast 

SportsNet Chicago.  



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



