‘Harry’ is pulled from life’s game a bit early,
and it smarts

By George Castle, CBM Historian
Posted Tuesday, December 31st, 2013

In the end, Jim Rygelski
proved too “old-school” for
his own mortality.

We're in the missing-man for-
mation. We're down one good
man, one great friend going
back to college, one lifelong
true-blue (or red?) Cardinals
fan and one knowledgeable
baseball historian with the
Dec. 17 passing of Rygelski. I s

nicknamed him “Harry” after "Harry" Rygelski manages a half-smile in the 95-degree heat in
the famous and non-famous in Busch Stadium's right-field bleachers before a Cubs-Cards game
his river city: Harry Caray and  onJuly 4,1982.

ne’er-do-well Cards/Mets

pitcher Harry Parker. Plus, “Harry” Rygelski sounded more rhythmic in a 1949-ish way
than just “Jim Rygelski.”

“Harry” was so old-school in many ways. He almost preferred to listen to ballgames on
the radio, his Pavlovian training from the 1960s days when Gussie Busch put his fans on
a starvation diet of just 40 Cards games on TV, better for the beer-baron team owner to
not lose out on any paid attendance at his circular sweatbox of a ballpark.

Somehow, the lack of frequent Redbird images live and in color didn’t dampen the base-
ball IQ of “Harry.” He had learned it the right way, going to Busch Stadium I, not far
from his childhood home on St. Louis’ old ethnic north side, in tow with dad John J.
Rygelski, who later worked as a custodian at Gussie’s brewery. Later he took cousin Greg
Schroeder to games at the sweatbox and taught him the game.

So he listened on KMOX-Radio first to Caray, then Jack Buck and more recently to fog-
horn-voiced Mike Shannon and John Rooney, no doubt at times mopping his brow on a
front porch and burping from his latest Michelob. Or was it Busch Beer? He didn’t seem
a Bud Lite guy. Anyway, I thought he e-mailed recently that he had given up his cable-
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TV connection at his home on “The Hill,” Yogi Berra’s and Joe Garagiola’s home neigh-
borhood. That meant few Cards games on TV for him.

“Harry” liked the complete game, but refused to realize pitching evolved from that
standard as the last century ebbed. He certainly adhered to the ultimate role model in
Bob Gibson, who had 28 route-going performances out of his 34 starts in his record-
breaking 1.12 ERA season in 1968. I followed our good friend Fergie Jenkins with 30
complete games in 39 Cubs starts three years later. Both Gibson and Jenkins each had
six complete-game losses in their respective Cy Young Award seasons.

Let the setup man work the 9t too!

“Harry” just couldn’t understand why a
pitcher cruising along in the eighth could-
n’t go one more inning to wrap it up. En-
raging him even more, believing modern-
day managers acted like mindless robots,
was pulling a setup man who had easily
disposed of the side in the eighth automat-
ically in favor of the ninth-inning closer.
Arguing with my buddy that the closer
needed regular work — use him or lose him
— and owners typically didn’t want $10 or
$15 million players gathering rust in the
bullpen proved largely futile.

Unfortunately, there won’t be any more
contentious e-mail exchanges over the 300
miles distance, the bytes zipping past the
old Joliet Arsenal, interminable miles of
corn and soybean fields, past the “basset
hound waddle” headquarters in Dwight,
west of the boss’ home in Monticello, past
Abe Lincoln’s old stomping grounds and .

the talented woman who puts this site to- "Harry" Rygelski in a reflective mood later in life.

. . . He was a firm believer in not pulling a pitcher
%}?ther,tp.ast Ii.liihf,lbetld a nd the casino on automatically in favor of the ninth-inning closer.
€ east s1de o € D1g river.

Being thoroughly old-school meant “Harry” would not have a modern-day life expec-
tancy. Back in the day, a lot of men expired in their late 50s and 60s — no seventysome-
thing life expectancy, largely due to too much smoking, drinking or a bad diet, and less
magic by the sawbones of the era. “Harry,” who had some serious gastro-intestinal is-
sues some 15 years ago and wore a bag after a lower G-I bypass, thought it would be a
bonus if he made it to 70.

He didn’t live long enough to qualify for full Social Security. A month before his 65t
birthday, he died, only three weeks after he was diagnosed with Stage 4 liver cancer.
There wasn’t even a chance to fight it with cutting-edge cancer treatment. The only
good aspect is he didn’t waste away in pain over many months.
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Waste not, want not. “Harry” donated his body to St. Louis University. There were
some good memories at his memorial service on Dec. 28. I wasn’t there, interestingly
enough attending to baseball-oriented business in the dead of winter. While his body
goes to science and the essence of his soul migrates to what you hope is a higher, better
ballpark, part of his spirit stays here.

A precept of Judaism is you're never totally gone if people remember you and talk
about you. So as long as the good doctor allows me, I'm going to have “Harry” Rygelski
references within this text. In a 100th anniversary season for Wrigley Field, it’s as good
a time as any, seeing he comes from a city where excellence on the field was stressed
more than bread and circuses in an ivy-encrusted ballpark.

He played all positions of writing

A writer who worked for both general-circulation newspapers and as editor of the St.
Louis Review, the city’s archdiocese newspaper, he was able to scratch his baseball his-
torian’s itch, co-authoring “The I-55 Series: Cubs vs. Cardinals,” with me in 1999 and
"10 Rings: Stories of the St. Louis Cardinals' World Championships" with Robert Tie-
mann a couple of years back.

I'll do my first of my post-
corporeal “Harry” publicity
efforts, promoting the books
because his research should
be read by any Cardinals fan,
let alone any baseball rooter
who believes, rightly so, that
past is prologue in our oldest
pro sport. Check out the
books at Amazon.com. Or do
it the old-school way by giv-
ing whatever remaining
bookstore near you your busi-
ness.

We got to change an avoca-
tion to a vocation in teaming

Busch Stadium I, formerly Sportsman's Park, gave "Harry" Rygel-
« . . ski his first ballpark experiences with the Cardinals middle-of-
for “The I-55 Series,” a detail- the-pack teams at the dawn of the 1960s.

ing of the players and games

of the Cubs-Cardinals rivalry,
the title derived from the interstate that connects the teams through five-plus hours of
some of the most boring high-speed driving in the country.

I could have been a greedy egotist and taken both the sole authorship and entire mod-
est advance from Sports Publishing, a Champaign, Ill.-based sausage factory of books
that went bankrupt a decade later. But I'd have been doing baseball history a disservice
by not having “Harry” research and write the Cards’ end of the book. He was the con-
summate St. Louis baseball historian with a particular acumen in the doings of Chris
von der Ahe, the owner of the 19t Century St. Louis Brown Stockings, who evolved into
the Cardinals.
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His part of book oriented toward winning

Looking at “The I-55 Series,” “Harry’s” contributions lean heavily in Cards’ players and
games that contributed to contending or finishing in first place. Handling the Cubs’ end
of the book, my output focuses on a lot of individual achievement that usually went for
naught — 19-year-old Phil Cavarretta’s homer in a key 1-0 Cubs win at Sportsman’s

Park down the stretch on Sept. 25, 1935 a notable exception.

“Harry” thus had part of the grist for his later “10 Rings” book. I could never figure out
how he had any complaints about his Cardinals, whom he tried to disenfranchise from
his interest from time to time. Vowing to never attend a game again, I assured him eve-
ry cold spring and tropical summer he’d be back in whatever version of the ballpark
stood at that time. And I was right.

His tilt to the Red-
birds was imprinted
at the earliest age.
One day, long ago, he
produced a 1961
scorecard from Busch

Stadium I. Baseball’s = g b
best player of the e 11§ % RINGS
time did a number on WU e %% % Sibries ol TRE N
his Cards that day. “I T Lot Lons Caaindle
HATE WILLIE s
MAYS!” he scrawled.
Everything flowed
from there, despite : .
later-in-life disavow- 3 g
ings. . R JAMES RYGELSKI

- ROBERT L. TIEMANN

.. ¢

LUhE vs, ardinesls
C

In the games we at-
tended, our conversa-

tions ranged all over , A
the place — career "Harry" Rygelski was co-author of "The I-55 Series: Cubs vs. Cardi-

nals" (left) and "10 Rings: Stories of the St. Louis Cardinals' World Cham-
pionships" (right).

FlifiBugeisks

hopes and dreams,
current events, dra-
ma or lack thereof
with women, Jewish vs. Catholic customs. But we always had baseball as a common
bond, reaching across the prairie divide and interstate link between world-class city
and old river town, in a friendly manner you’d never see in New York and Boston.

“Harry’s” passing reminds us to cherish those outings in Chicago and St. Louis, those
arguments via phone, letter or cyberspace. Life’s nine innings are played at a brisk
pace. Sometimes it’s called a bit early in the seventh or eighth, the game considered of-
ficial.

You’re not assured of a complete game, as much as “Harry” Rygelski craved that. Enjoy
every pitch you can, and never let loose of the good memories.

WWW.CHICAGOBASEBALLMUSEUM.ORG INFO@CHICAGOBASEBALLMUSEUM.ORG




<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



