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Salzeider Family Charity leads the pack 
on rooftop no matter how low Cubs go 

 
By George Castle, CBM Historian 
Posted Tuesday, May 27th, 2014 

You could accurately say the Salzeider Family Charity is Rebuilding-Proof. 

No matter how many years in a row John and Robin Salzeider of Highland, Ind. hold 
their annual fundraiser across the street while the Cubs are in the dumper, by manage-
ment choice, they keep getting support for good causes.  

And that’s the Wrigley Field rooftop experience. 

At their 12th – or was it 14th?, nobody could keep accurate count – rooftop party at Be-
yond the Ivy at 1010 W. Waveland Ave., there was hardly room to move in the indoor 
club room, really one large bar. John and Robin’s backers showed up en masse on the 
same day Julia Ruth Stevens, Babe Ruth’s daughter, threw out the first pitch and sang in 
the seventh inning. 

It’s a great atmosphere for socializing, and it’s weather-proof. A modest number of brave 
souls found their way to the roof to actually watch the Cubs-Brewers game through a 
nice perch in between the center-field scoreboard and the rise of the left-field bleachers.  

John and Robin Salzeider (left photo). The couple got five volunteers to help with the rooftop party, includ-
ing in right photo Tiffany Serrano (left) and Alex Castaneda. 
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That viewpoint may be closed up in future years if the Cubs build their Jumbotron be-
hind the bleachers. But for now, the vantage point was equivalent to high in the out-
field upper deck at one of those bygone cookie-cutter stadiums in Cincinnati, Pitts-
burgh, St. Louis or Philadelphia nearly five decades ago. 

Inside, nobody could see the game, the inside club at the same height as the bleachers 
concourse, and the view thus blocked by fans walking around in the ballpark. But that 
isn’t the point. 

“I think more people like this environment for business and networking,” John Salzei-
der said. “Here, as opposed to going into Wrigley Field, you can walk around 
(sometimes!). You won’t be 
rained on. A lot of people like 
coming up here. It’s a bar.” 

They’re eating, drinking and 
being merry, all for a good 
cause. Salzeider, a personal-
injury attorney-partner at the 
downtown Chicago O’Connor 
and Nakos law firm, and his 
wife began their own family 
charity 14 years ago :”simply to 
do some things and teach our 
children to give back to the 
community.” 

Family runs everything 

The charity has grown, and even added a board of directors. But it is still John and 
Robin’s baby. They run everything themselves, pay no staff and rely on volunteers to 
help run their events. 

The Salzeiders started out with a golf tournament – still running – at the old Woodbine 
club in Hammond. More recently, they’ve staged a 5-K run. But the rooftop event is 
now a tradition. 

“The first year we did this, we were hoping to sell 40 tickets,” Robin Salzeider said. 
“We’ve sold as many as 360.” 

When they reached their record in ticket sales – usually $120 to $125 a head – the cou-
ple had to spill over onto a second rooftop, also owned by Beyond the Ivy, just west at 
1038 W. Waveland Ave. 

On this day, with the Cubs hopelessly out of it 1 ½ months into the season, several 
hundred squeezed into the main club area. Those who ventured onto the roof could 
take advantage of outdoor grilling treats, rain or shine. In the process, their attendance 
helps dozens in both Chicago and Northwest Indiana. 

The Beyond the Ivy staff includes (from left) Sean Price, Patty 
Purcell, Brian Murphy and Joe Mazz. 
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John Salzeider estimates he has raised more than $150,000 from all the rooftop 
events. 

“We started raising money 
for Haven House, a domestic 
violence (refuge) home in 
Hammond,” he said. “As we 
progressed, we added new 
causes, like  the Little Heroes 
pediatric cancer program at 
University of Chicago and 
Northwestern hospitals.” 

A local cancer charity in 
Highland, the Friends of Mi-
chael Williams, also drew 
support. Williams was a 
youth athlete who died of 
cancer. A local coat drive be-
came a beneficiary. 

“We also do a lot for local cit-
izens, individuals in need 
suffering from cancer,” said 
John Salzeider. 

Said Robin: “We see people in the newspaper, and we help them.” 

WJOB-Radio does remote broadcast 

WJOB-Radio (1230 AM) in Hammond annually does a live broadcast from the rooftop 
event hosted by station sports director Ryan Walsh. 

Patty Purcell, who runs Beyond the Ivy, feels “honored” to annually host the Salzeiders. 

She might need some help herself. The rooftop owners are an embattled species, espe-
cially after Cubs chairman Tom Ricketts recently announced he’d plow ahead with an 
enhanced list of Wrigley Field improvements after failing to reach an agreement with 
the owners on ballpark signs. 

But the rooftop owners also are fighting a two-front war. Business has slumped the 
past five years as both the Cubs and the economy have slumped. Several rooftop own-
ers either have bailed out or gone into foreclosure. 

“That’s our biggest challenge -- what’s on the field,” Purcell said. “It’s very hard to sell 
something people don’t want to see. People have lost interest, although you still have 
the diehard fans. It is a very uncertain time. Very hard.” 

Dr. David Fletcher (left), president of the Chicago Baseball Muse-
um, does an interview on WJOB-Radio in Hammond with sports 
director Ryan Walsh. 
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Amid all the stresses is the highlight of the Salzeider Family Charity event, bearer of a 
good name. 

“But this isn’t about us,” said John Salzeider. 

Best quote of the day. 

The view from the bleachers atop Beyond the Ivy. Jeff Samardzija of the Cubs delivers a pitch to 
the Brewers. Fans can see the majority of the field from this vantage point. 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



