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‘A Season For The Ages’ should be 
choice in crowded Cubs book field 

By George Castle, CBM Historian 
Posted Thursday, December 8, 2016 

So many Cubs books. Which to buy for a holiday 
gift? 

Drug-store checkout counters are inundated 
with half a dozen quickie thick magazines by 
every major local newspaper operation and na-
tional sports outlets. An “I know Joe Maddon” 
book – without any real access to Maddon and 
his Cub bosses, coaches or players – is even be-
ing sold in the mini-marts of gas stations. Big 
media names recycled their broadcast and mag-
azine interviews to craft into books. 

So with all that quantity out there, I’d pick “A 
Season For The Ages” by BleedCubbieBlue.com 
managing editor Al Yellon. Choose the book by 
the legitimate Cubs fan who has attended the 
vast majority of Wrigley Field games, and many 
on the road, for decades. Rain or shine, 35 de-
grees or 100, ironman Yellon is out in his left-
field bleacher seat, watching history roll by. 

The Highland Park, Ill.-raised Yellon has been a 
Cubs fan since 1963. That’s a lot longer than an-
yone connected with the team, including the 
four siblings in ownership, can claim. Such seniority provides Yellon with the proper 
perspective to both set up the decades leading up to the Cubs’ championship journey 
and provide a narrative of the 2016 season. 

If anything, I’d have wanted Sports Publishing, an imprint of Skyhorse, to have given 
Yellon even more time to research “A Season For the Ages.” He wrote like a madman 
since August. The Cubs’ success had been foreshadowed back in the summer of 2015. 
But as with many books tied to a team’s success, it became a two-minute drill.  

Only a 53-year fan can truly bring out the emotion of what it’s like to wander endlessly 
through a desert of losing, late-season and playoff collapses and utter owner/

"A Season For the Ages" should be your 
choice in a crowded Cubs book market. 
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management incompetence, then show the exultation of the season that started out 
swimmingly, had only a brief stumble, and climaxed with dramatic comebacks in Octo-
ber and November. 

The season itself was so thoroughly chronicled by so many sources. I believe Yellon’s 
narrative works best when he talks about the vantage point from the bleachers of him-
self and his fellow fans. Beaten down so often, yet always hopeful, it’s uplifting to see 
the fans watch a powerhouse team come together. The fans’ own confidence thus 
grows.  

Cincinnati-based author Lonnie Wheeler crafted a memorable look at fans in what was 
then the cheap seats in “Bleachers” back in 1987. I would have liked to have seen even 
more byplay among those who paid $1 for the bleachers 45 years ago and $5 as the 20th 
century wrapped up, but are now digging far deeper in their wallets to watch from 
above the vines and basket. The sense of growing anticipation by the fans was a price-
less emotion. 

Maybe that angle will be pursued in Yellon’s logical next book, “Repeat!!” Until then, 
crack “A Season For the Ages.” You cannot get enough of the 2016 Cubs. 

A diplomatic good-luck charm for Cubs? 

Perhaps Aviv Ezra will read Yellon’s book. He’s cer-
tainly enthusiastic enough about the Cubs. 

But Ezra, the new consul general for Israel in the 
Midwest, goes even further than being just a passive 
observer of the champs. Ezra suggests he might 
have been the good-luck charm. 

Back in September, I interviewed Ezra in his spa-
cious corner office in the Ogilvie Transportation 
Center in downtown Chicago. Just appointed to the 
job, the veteran political operative – Ezra had been 
Israel’s point man dealing with the U.S. Congress – 
said he hoped to somehow help the Cubs get over 
the hump. He purposely made a transition in the 
chat to make this point: 

“If the Cubs win the World Series,” he said, “I want 
it to be noted it happened in my first year as the 
consul general…against (the curse of) the billy goat.” 

Wish granted. The other night, at a reception honoring Ezra and fellow newly-arrived 
Israeli diplomats in Chicago, he crowed his joy instead of eating crow had the Cubs fall-
en short. 

“It’s not only that I am proud of it,” Ezra said with a big smile, “but I was under the di-
rect instruction of the prime minister of Israel to take care of the curse of billy the goat. 
That’s a check right there.” 

Aviv Ezra desired a Cubs World Series 
title to mark his arrival in Chicago — 
and got his wish. 
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But wasn’t Ezra slightly agitated after Joe Maddon almost screwed up Game 7 of the 
World Series? 

“That’s when I was really sweating,” he said.”But then I remember, in Jerusalem, it’s a 
local call ‘upstairs.’ We’re taking care of it.” 

Being consul general has its privileges. Ezra and Ron Dermer, Israel’s ambassador to 
the U.S., got a personal tour of Wrigley Field late in the season from Cubs community 
relations impresario Mike Lufrano, one of the team’s few Jewish front-office types. Ez-
ra was impressed by the cozy history augmented by modern doodads. 

“The Cubs are the most Jewish team ever,” Ezra said. They suffered for so many years 
and finally made it to the Promised Land.” 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



